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the whole purpose was to move this bill
forward and find out what amendments
are coming from both sides. I don’t
know about amendments from people
who are not here.

I object to that proceeding.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, let me say,
it is a funny way of wanting to move
forward on this bill by stopping cloture
twice during the last 30 hours. I repeat,
I said anybody who wanted to could
offer amendments. We sat for 2 days
doing nothing, for 30 hours doing noth-
ing.

I hope the distinguished Senator
from Missouri and my friend, my dear
friend for life, the junior Senator from
West Virginia, can work something
out. That is why I moved to reconsider.
I hope that on this very important
piece of legislation, we are able to
move forward. This has nothing to do
with partisan politics. This is the secu-
rity of our Nation and much of the
world.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, as I indi-
cated earlier, I want to see this bill
move forward. It is open for amend-
ment and debate. I will work with the
chairman, with the leaders on both
sides to come to a short time agree-
ment with amendments to be consid-
ered. If that cannot be accepted, if we
have any indication that this bill is
going to be drawn out, then I will work
with the leadership to get us to a posi-
tion to vote on the bill. I remain com-
mitted to seeing this bill go forward,
but I believe we have the need for at
least a day’s debate. The objection to
proceeding on the bill was withdrawn.
There could have been debate on Fri-
day, but we weren’t in. Now we are
back in session, and I hope both sides
can come forward and offer their
amendments and offer their debates,
and have votes and move this bill to
final passage and send it to conference.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

Mr. REID. We weren’t in session be-
cause there was no activity on this bill.
No one was offering amendments. I
would go one step further than the dis-
tinguished Senator from Missouri sug-
gested. The amendments have been
filed. Why don’t we do the relevant
amendments? I don’t know how many
there are. Let’s do the ones that are in
keeping with the rules of the Senate,
go ahead and handle those, starting in
the morning.

That is all I have, Mr. President.

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the role.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period for morning business with
Senators permitted to speak therein
for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DAVID NEIL SIMMONS

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today with a heavy heart and deep
sense of gratitude to honor the life of a
brave young man from Kokomo. Neil
Simmons, 20 years old, was Kkilled on
April 8 while deployed in Baghdad,
when his convoy encountered an impro-
vised explosive device and insurgent
fire. He had been in Iraq for less than
2 weeks. With his entire life before
him, Neil risked everything to fight for
the values Americans hold close to our
hearts, in a land halfway around the
world.

Neil attended Kokomo’s North-
western High School and followed the
example set by his father and uncle by
enlisting in the Army a few months be-
fore graduating in 2005. He enjoyed the
structure of the military and felt a
sense of duty to serve his community
and country. His father described Neil
as ‘“‘an avid outdoorsman who was
happy and always had plenty of
friends.”

Neil was Kkilled while serving his
country in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
He was a member of the 2nd Battalion,
69th Armor Regiment, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, in
Fort Benning, GA. Neil’s father re-
flected on his son’s death, asking,
“What’s the odds of, among 160,000
troops your only child is there one
week and gets killed?”’ Private First
Class Simmons leaves behind his father
David and uncle Jim Simmons.

Today, I join Neil’s family and
friends in mourning his death. While
we struggle to bear our sorrow over
this loss, we can also take pride in the
example he set, bravely fighting to
make the world a safer place. It is his
courage and strength of character that
people will remember when they think
of Neil, a memory that will burn
brightly during these continuing days
of conflict and grief.

Neil was known for his dedication to
his family and his love of country.
Today and always, Neil will be remem-
bered by family members, friends, and
fellow Hoosiers as a true American
hero, and we honor the sacrifice he
made while dutifully serving his coun-
try.

As I search for words to do justice in
honoring Neil’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘““We cannot
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave
men, living and dead, who struggled
here, have consecrated it, far above our
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poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never
forget what they did here.” This state-
ment is just as true today as it was
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain
that the impact of Neil’s actions will
live on far longer that any record of
these words.

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of David Neil Simmons in the official
RECORD of the U.S. Senate for his serv-
ice to this country and for his profound
commitment to freedom, democracy
and peace. When I think about this just
cause in which we are engaged and the
unfortunate pain that comes with the
loss of our heroes, I hope that families
like Neil’s can find comfort in the
words of the prophet Isaiah who said,
‘““He will swallow up death in victory;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears
from off all faces.”

May God grant strength and peace to
those who mourn, and may God be with
all of you, as I know He is with Neil.

——————

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take
this opportunity today to solemnly
commemorate the 92nd Anniversary of
the Armenian genocide.

The Armenian genocide was the first
genocide of the 20th century. From 1915
until 1923, 1.5 million Armenians were
brutally killed by the Ottoman Turks
in a systematic effort to eradicate the
Armenian people. There were unbear-
able acts of torture; men were sepa-
rated from their families and mur-
dered; women and children were put on
a forced march across the Syrian
desert without food or water.

Henry Morgenthau, the U.S. Ambas-
sador to the Ottoman Empire from 1913
to 1916, recalled:

When the Turkish authorities gave the or-
ders for these deportations, they were mere-
ly giving the death warrant to a whole race;
they understood this well, and, in their con-
versations with me, they made no particular
attempt to conceal the fact . .. I am con-
fident that the whole history of the human
race contains no such horrible episode as
this. The great massacres and persecutions
of the past seem almost insignificant when
compared to the sufferings of the Armenian
race in 1915.

However, we were to witness other
such horrible genocides later, including
the Holocaust and the genocide in
Darfur, which is happening today.

As with later genocides, some have
tried to deny that the Armenian geno-
cide happened. Shamefully, the Gov-
ernment of Turkey still refuses to
admit that genocide occurred.

In order for democracy and human
rights to flourish, we must not support
efforts to rewrite and deny history. In
the United States, we strive to make
human rights a fundamental compo-
nent of our democracy. It is long over-
due for our nation to demand that the
truth be told. We must recognize the
Armenian genocide in the name of de-
mocracy, fairness and human rights.

At the beginning of the 21st century,
as genocide is waged in Darfur, it is
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